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Letter of commendation from the Parish Priest
Dear Friends
Our annual parish report both reviews and give thanks for the life of the people of God, the Body of
Christ, in our parish. We continue to live, worship, minister and serve in a time of considerable
change for the Church and that’s why our faithfulness is so fundamentally important: we are called
to have a faith that endures, perseveres and looks constantly to Jesus, ‘the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:2)
As our new Ministry Areas continue to grow and develop future patterns of ministry and service
will become clearer and we are called to the same fidelity as ever: faithful to the Lord and to his
Church and to the service of his kingdom:
The Gospel of John seems to suggest that one of the key words or ideas to help us understand
the ministry of Jesus and the subsequent blueprint for the Church, is that of ‘abiding’. Christ
bids us to abide in him, and he will abide in us. So God has abided with us: he came to us in
ordinary life, he has sat with us, eaten with us, walked with us, and lived among us. That is
why John ends his Gospel with Jesus doing ordinary things: breaking bread with strangers or
eating breakfast on the seashore. God continues to dwell with us. He will not leave us. And
he wants his Church to abide with the world, especially to be with those who have no-one to
be with them. The friendless, the forlorn, the forgotten – God wills us to abide with them.
Fellowship is God’s will for creation, not just congregations.
(Martyn Percy)
As we give thanks for the life of the Church in our parish let us pray that we may continue to
faithfully ‘abide’ with the Risen, Living Lord, serve , minister and care for the world he came to
redeem.
Yours in Christ
Father Mark

Diocesan Vision
A family rooted in Christ,
committed to transforming lives by:
Gathering as God’s people;
Growing more like Jesus;
Going out in the power of the Spirit.

Our Vision prayer
Father, we hold before you
our family in the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon
and we open our hearts and minds to your Spirit;
Bless us as we gather in your name;
Guide us as we grow into the likeness of your Son;
Lead us by your spirit to go out and make disciples of others.
God of our journeying, be our way and our truth and our life,
our beginning and our end.
We pray through Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Mission statement
The Parish of St Gabriel’s strives to bear witness to Catholic faith and practice.
As a parish of the Church in Wales, we seek to be a faithful and worshipping community of
Christian people promoting our belief in Christ by word and deed.
Pastoral and spiritual care is extended to all, particularly those in special need. A welcome is
extended to anyone who wishes to worship with the Christian community here or who wishes to
enjoy the fellowship and friendship we offer through our organisations and social events.
We are here to serve the local community of which we are a part. Such service is part of our
witness to the love of Christ and is fundamental to our life as members of His Church.
Our purpose then is to celebrate our faith in Christ and our following of Him by daily prayer and
worship, by serving and caring for others and by promoting Christian concerns for peace, justice
and unity both in our society and in the wider world.

Liturgy and worship
St Gabriel’s continues to celebrate the richness of Catholic liturgy.
The Mass is the centre of our liturgical life: Solemn Mass is celebrated each Sunday at 9.30 a.m.
and Mass is also offered every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday as well as on important
Holy Days. The average number of Sunday communicants is 51 and average monthly
communicants are 72. In addition 10 parishioners receive the Blessed Sacrament at home each
month.
Evening Prayer and Benediction is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month at 6.00 p.m. and the
Stations of the Cross are followed every Sunday during Lent at 6.00 p.m.
A Guild of Prayer meets each month to pray for the sick and all in special need. The liturgy
alternates between the Rosary and the Ministry of Healing with laying on of hands and anointing.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated before Christmas and Easter and at any
time by appointment.
The Office of Morning and Evening Prayer are said daily in church.

Eucharistic Ministers
The following have the bishop’s licence to exercise this ministry:
James Arthurs, Paul Reynolds, Ingrid Trueman and Hilary Williams.
Ingrid, Hilary and Paul are also licensed as pastoral assistants and take the Blessed Sacrament to the
sick and housebound both in the parish and in Singleton Hospital.
We are grateful to all our Eucharistic assistants for the ministry they fulfil.
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Report on accounts, year ending 31 December 2018
The accounts are presented on a receipt and payment cash basis and have been examined as
requested by the parish-appointed examiner whose certification is included with the accounts.
Balances 31/12/18

Cashable Assets

Current account

£21,948.45

Deposit account

£168,792.98

TOTAL

£190,741.43

Proceeds St Augustine's

£2,361.42

Col. Morgan legacy

£6,533.00

TOTAL
Liabilities

£199,635.85

Outstanding Parish Share (in dispute)

£8,000.00

Receipts include £136,184.00 for the sale of the clergy house. Other receipts for the year total
£60,862.00; total expenditure £53,689.00, a surplus of £7,173.00 in addition to the sale of the clergy
house.
The parish share for 2018 has been paid in full – £36,661.80. 2019 parish share amounts to £38,537.42.
Our planned giving and loose collections for last year totalled £38,922.00. If this figure can be
maintained it will cover the cost of the parish share.
Capital expenditure. Installation of the new PA system, £2,188.00.
Charity giving. £3,346.83 was raised for charitable causes at home and overseas which was distributed
as follows.
Wi'am Bethlehem Christmas Smiles
Bishop John Lent Appeal
Cuzco Kid's Street Project
Lesotho Appeal
Christian Aid
DEC – Indonesia
Faith in Families

£1,310.26
£333.22
£373.22
£341.73
£123.00
£262.00
£603.40

The Clergy house has now been sold and the sale realised £136,183.60 which at the moment is
sitting in our deposit account. The PCC has agreed to invest £150,000 with the Swansea and
Brecon Diocesan Trust. If the need should arise to use any of this investment, it can be easily
accessed.
Many thanks to all our parishioners for your generous dedication and giving not only with your
planned giving but also in fund raising and appeals. The accounts show your generosity and let us
hope that 2019 can be as fruitful.
Suzanne Jones
PCC Treasurer
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Parish of St Gabriel's, Swansea
Parochial Church Council
Notes to the Financial Statements
Year ended 31 December 2018
1.

Accounting Policies
The accounts (financial statements) have been prepared under the historical cost convention with items
recognised at cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in the relevant note(s) to these
accounts. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of
Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on
16 July 2014 and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of
Ireland (FRS 102) section IA, Smaller Entities and the Charities Act 2011.


Freehold Property.
The Church buildings other than the Clergy House are vested in the Representative Body of the
Church in Wales, consequently, none of this property forms part of the assets of the Parish.



Fund Accounting.
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the church in furtherance of its
charitable objectives.
Restricted funds represent funds which may be expended only on those restricted objects
provided within the terms of the fund. Any funds remaining unspent at the end of the year are
carried forward as a balance on that fund.
Designated funds represent monies made available by the PCC out of General Funds for the
specific purpose designated when the fund is established.



Incoming Resources.
Are all accounted for gross.
Planned giving collections and donations are recognised when received.
Grants and legacies are accounted for when the PCC is legally entitled to the amounts due.
All other income is generally recognised when it is received.



Resources Expended.
Parish share is paid regularly and is included in expenditure when paid.
All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is paid.
As most of the management activity of the church is carried out by volunteers, this intangible
cost is not included in the financial statements as this voluntary contribution to the use of the
church is Incalculable.

2.

Assets retained for church purposes
(a)
The Clergy House was held on trust by the Representative Body for the benefit of the parish,
market value (December 2017) £130,000. It was sold during the year for the sum of £136,184
and the proceeds were banked in the church’s bank deposit account.
(b)
An investment held by the Representative Body from a legacy from the late Colonel Morgan
had a market value of £6,533 at the year end (2017 £6,365).

3.

Arrears of Parish Share
Arrears of £8,000 were outstanding at 31 December 2018 (2017 £8,000).
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Report of the Secretary of the Parochial Church Council
The Parochial Church Council held four routine meetings during the year 2018. In addition, the
customary brief meeting was held after the Annual Vestry Meeting in order to elect PCC officers,
and two extraordinary meetings were called to deal with matters that needed urgent consideration.
Mr Paul Reynolds was elected as Secretary to the PCC and to the Annual Vestry and Mrs Suzanne
Jones was elected Treasurer.
The Council was finally notified on 7 March that the sale of the Vicarage and Clergy House had
been completed. It subsequently transpired that the combined sale price had been £300,000
compared to an initial valuation of £280,000. As the result of an apparent misunderstanding on
their part, it proved necessary to make representations to the Diocesan Parsonage Board to ensure
that the parish received the previously agreed proportion (46.4%) of the final sale price after the
necessary costs had been taken into account. Following an exchange of letters the matter was
resolved satisfactorily and in due course the sum of £136,183.60 was received by the Treasurer.
This was placed in a deposit account pending a decision as to the most appropriate form of
investment. It was agreed that the Treasurer should make arrangements for the Diocesan Finance
Officer to attend a meeting of the Council and put forward proposals for possible courses of action.
[This meeting was subsequently held in January 2019 followed by the decision of Council to invest
in the diocesan investment portfolio which is managed by the firm of Brewin Dolphin.]
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The Council was informed by Jim Page that he had been invited to attend a selection panel in April,
and subsequently received with great pleasure the news that he had been recommended for
ordination training. Jim and his family moved to Llandaff in August to commence training at St
Padarn’s Institute. He went with the prayers, good will and blessing of the Council and of the
wider congregation. His progress will be followed with prayerful interest.
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force in May. The Secretary composed
a parish data protection policy which was adopted by the Council at its July meeting. The policy
was then published in the Magazine and mounted on the web site. A printed copy has been made
available in church but it appears to have elicited little interest.
During July the parish played host to another ordinand, Peter Letson. Although from a different
tradition within Anglicanism, Peter soon endeared himself to all and played a full part in the life of
the parish during the month he was with us. It was with regret that we saw him leave after the
completion of his placement.
Council was kept informed of developments within the Swansea Central Ministry Area
(subsequently renamed Swansea Ministry Area) and of the steps that were being taken to promote
shared activity and a Ministry Area consciousness, something of which there seems still to be only
a limited awareness within the individual parishes.
During the course of the year Mrs Hilary Roberts has created a parish page on Facebook. We hope
that this will be a means of making the parish and its ministry more widely known.
Paul Reynolds
PCC Secretary

Churchwardens’ report
We offer our thanks to all who throughout the year have organised fund-raising events and parish
lunches: these are detailed in the various reports. These not only provide essential funding, but also
provide fellowship between our congregation and our community as a whole.
Last year it was noted that no major repair work was needed, but this unfortunately was short-lived.
During the year excessive ingress of water has been experienced from the roof of the south aisle.
An inspection has been carried out and it appears that a section of the lead flashing has to be
replaced. At the time of writing an order has been placed with a contractor and work will be
carried out during the early months of 2019. Let us hope that this will rectify the problem.
The sale of the Vicarage and the Clergy House was completed during the year and a proportion of
the sale has been credited to the parish account. The Clergy House was held in trust for the benefit
of St Gabriel’s.
The Ministry Areas have now been finally formed and we are within the Swansea Ministry Area.
Once again this year the attendance at our service of Carols by Candlelight and Benediction has
increased in numbers. It appeared that many were in family groups with children. It is pleasing to
see that there are people who are not regular worshippers at St Gabriel’s but join us at this service
to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord.
We thank our congregation for their continued financial generosity during the year which not only
enables us to pay our Ministry Share but also maintains the upkeep of St Gabriel’s. We trust this
will continue during 2019 and with this in mind wish to inform you that St Gabriel’s church Gift
Day will be on Corpus Christi, Sunday 23rd June. Of course our thanks are not only for finance but
for all our sidespeople and all members of the church for their support and assistance over the past
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twelve months, whether it be through flower arranging, church cleaning or maintenance. Without
this freely given support and friendship St Gabriel’s would not be the welcoming, worshipping
community it is. Many thanks and God bless you all.
Finally thanks must be given for the support given to us and for the dedicated ministry given by our
parish priest, Fr Mark, together with the faithful assistance of our honorary priests, Fr Brian, Fr
Peter, Fr George and Fr David, all providing us with spiritual guidance and friendship. Our clergy
are in turn supported by our sacristan, MCs (masters of ceremonies), servers of the sanctuary and
our organist Stephen and the choir, all contributing to provide the fine liturgy we associate with St
Gabriel’s.
Keith Rogers, Vicar’s Warden
Christopher Jones, People’s Warden

Fund-raising report
Thanks go to my fellow members of the committee, Katheryn Lloyd, Allen Grove and Peter
Seward. It is with sadness I mention that Dick Phillips passed away earlier in the year. Dick had
been a valued member of the Fund-Raising Committee since its inception.
Of course a big ‘thank you’ goes to all who throughout the year have given their time and expertise
in providing us with our programme of events and to all who willingly clear up at the end of these
events.
On Saturday 2 June the first event of the year, our Summer Fête, was held. The weather on the day
was excellent. Unfortunately this did not help us as it seems that visitors decided to remain
outdoors rather than inside with a result that attendance numbers were down from previous years.
In earlier years we were able to hold the fête outdoors, but with the loss of suitable flat land it is no
longer safe to position stalls outside. As well as this the success of the day would have to rely on
good weather.
On Wednesday 10 October the Annual Quiz night took place. There is a dedicated band of
followers who attend year after year and I am sure they were not disappointed on this occasion,
with an interesting mix of questions being presented by quizmaster Peter Lloyd
On Thursday 15 November there was the coach trip to the Gloucester Quays Christmas Market.
This was the second visit to this market. We were fortunate to have dry weather with sunshine at
times. It appeared that the 38 people who were on the coach enjoyed themselves.
The Christmas Fair was held on Saturday 24 November. This was held in the Scout and Guide
Headquarters, as it has been for some years, as it is so convenient for parking. The fair continues to
have a selection of well presented and interesting stalls. As with the Summer fête we have a
dedicated team of stall holders.
An evening at Rowberry’s Fashions was organised by Jacquie Brown and held on Wednesday 12
December. All who attended enjoyed a glass of wine accompanied by a mince pie.
Thanks are given at the start of the report to all who work hard to make these events successful, but
it must be noted that without the support of all who attend these events and part with their money
there would be no income. During 2018, £2,253 has been raised Well, done to all and thank you.
Keith Rogers
Chairman, Fund Raising Committee
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Health and safety report
It always seems a little monotonous whenever there is nothing to report but that is a good fault. I
am pleased to say that there have been no reported incidents, accidents or fires in the last 12
months. There could well have been something that happened to you or something you saw but it
was not reported as you thought it not worth the while. It is the little things that can lead to the
bigger things that cause problems later. So however insignificant it may seem at the time, report it;
it may save an incident later.
All statutory inspections have been carried out to the satisfaction of the statutory bodies. This is
due to the constant inspection and attention of the wardens and other workers. Considering the
work that goes on in the kitchen and the other areas, with so many people coming and going we are
very fortunate. It is not down to good luck but your vigilance and help. All those who move about
the church can help by keeping a watchful eye for anything that may look out of place. Let us keep
our clean record by helping ourselves. If you have read this so far, thank you; remember,
prevention is better than cure.
Norman Whitlock
Health and Safety Officer

Diocesan Conference
The 2018 Diocesan Conference was held at the Cathedral on Saturday 6 October. Archbishop John
opened the conference with his address which focussed on evangelism. He spoke of the challenges
posed by ministry areas and the work being done to ensure we make the best of our resources.
The speakers were Sandy Blair from the Bevan Foundation who explained the many ways the
Church is helping to tackle poverty. The Rev. Sally Rees, Bishop’s Officer for Older People’s
Ministry, highlighted the importance and challenges of the ministry and the support and resources
on offer. Finally, the Ven. Alan Jevons, Archdeacon of Brecon, and Tim Hollingdale, the new
Ministry Area Development Officer, spoke on the development and progress of ministry areas
throughout the Diocese.
Stephen Dunn

Deanery Conference
The delegates of the Deanery of Afon Tawe (Swansea) met four times during the year, Pontardawe,
Brynmill, Ystradgynlais and Morriston.
In July a meeting was held in St Gabriel’s where the guest speaker was Sir Paul Silk who is chair of
the Diocesan Board of Finance. He informed us of the duties and parameters of the D.B.F. and in
particular how the working party were dealing with the thorny issue of the allocation of the Parish
Share to make it fair and equitable to the parishes who are all enduring decreasing and ageing
congregations and who are similarly facing increasing running cost.
Following a coffee break, we partook in Evening Prayer, Benediction and Exposition which many
delegates attended.
In November Conference met again to discuss the thorny issue of the Parish Share and how it was
intended to apportion the increase to the Deanery, Ministry Areas and finally the individual
parishes. It was proposed and seconded to accept the 5% increase but at the end of the year it
would be inevitable that some parishes would be unable to meet their full share.
Chris Jones
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Magazine Editor’s report
The Magazine has continued to appear on a regular basis. Twelve issues were produced during the
year 2018, each containing 16 (or in one case, 20) pages of editorial matter, a total of 196 pages for
the complete year. The Magazine continues to be produced in the print room in Swansea
University and we are indebted to Andrew Treharne for his unfailing helpfulness. The normal print
run during the year was 70 copies, although encouragingly, during recent months there is evidence
that this quantity might need to be increased slightly.
The Magazine continues to comprise a combination of parochial announcements, local
contributions and material culled from external sources. In seeking out content in this third
category, the editor attempts to identify material that he believes will be of interest to readers, or at
least, which ought to be of interest.
With one exception, current advertisers all renewed their advertisements. A new advertiser was
speedily found for the slot that thus became available and consequently the Magazine continues to
show a financial surplus.
I continue to be grateful to the clergy and other regular contributors and to all who have supplied
me with material. I am always glad of these and would encourage members of the congregation to
continue to pass on any suitable items that they might come across.
Paul Reynolds

St Gabriel’s Guild of Prayer
Our monthly prayer group continues to meet in the Lady Chapel on the second Monday of each
month. We have the Rosary and the Healing Service on alternate months.
Everyone is welcome at these services where we offer our payers for the sick and for all people in
need or adversity throughout the world.
Hilary Roberts

Luncheon Club
The Luncheon Club continued its success in 2018 and held 12 lunches. The total sum raised at
these lunches was £3,680 and of that £710 was donated to the three charities supported by St
Gabriel's. The sum of £2,200 was given to the church at Gift Day. The sum raised in total was
probably increased in part due to a modest increase in numbers dining throughout the year.
The catering team is, as always, very grateful to those people who regularly support us throughout
the year and help us to raise the money and we are greatly encouraged by the increase in dining
numbers. At the same time enjoying the fellowship, which is extended to all who join us, is a
fundamental reward for our efforts. Do please continue to come. We are so pleased to see you.
Katheryn Lloyd
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Lesotho Friends
We continue to support Lesotho through the charity Dolen Cymru. Kenneth Teskoo, the former
foreign minister of the kingdom, recently said that support from Wales in the area of ‘health,
education and religion has been an inspiration and hope to our people’.
Joan Davies

St Gabriel’s Flower Guild
Each year our dedicated group of flower arrangers work so hard to keep our church looking so
beautiful. The arrangements each week give so much pleasure to us all but for the festivals it is
safe to say that all the stops are pulled out and the church looks its very best. This could not be
achieved without the generous donations of our parishioners. Their financial help is so important if
we are to have a suitable display of flowers on these occasions.
However, you may have noticed that there seem to be fewer and fewer names on the flower rota
every year. To make sure that we are able to maintain our standards we really could do with a few
more people who are willing to share in the rota.
If you might be interested in helping from time to time, there is no need to hold back even if you
doubt your ability to produce a suitable arrangement. The current members of the team would be
more than happy to supply a bit of training.
Audrey Mackintosh
Joyce Phillips

‘Faith in Families’
Last year, 2018, we had an increase in the number of parishioners participating in the Boxes
scheme used by the Diocesan Faith in Families initiative. As a result we had a substantial increase
in our overall giving: up from £458 in 2017 to a magnificent £603 last year.
‘Faith in Families’ is a registered charity and a social initiative of the diocese, an integral part of
our Christian faith and practice, and uses the money it receives to provide support and guidance for
people who are in need throughout the diocese. Direct work in Swansea takes place in the
communities of Bonymaen, Clase and Portmead, three of the most deprived areas of the city –
where poverty is at some the highest levels in Wales let alone the Diocese.
As society changes and government agendas change, we are finding that funding from government
sources to continue this work is decreasing dramatically. We are looking to diversify some of our
work and services in order to try and keep to the values and vision set out in our mission statement:
inspire, believe, succeed.
We, as parishioners of St Gabriel’s parish, can play our part in these exciting projects by continuing
to giving generously to the ‘Faith in Families’ scheme through increasing our giving through the
boxes scheme. If you don’t already have a box, then please seriously consider joining the scheme.
Let us make every effort to ensure the continuation of this work done in Christ’s name in and by
our diocese, for ‘People matter, whoever, whatever and wherever they are’.
Boxes are available at any time from myself or please ask one of the Wardens.
Ann Jackson
Boxes Scheme Organiser
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Music at St Gabriel’s
It is a privilege to contribute to the splendid liturgy at St Gabriel’s. I am extremely grateful to the
ladies for their loyalty and commitment which ensures we sing the responsorial psalm as often as
possible. We would welcome anyone who would like to join us on a Sunday – no auditions are
necessary! My sincere thanks to Mrs Chrystal Roberts for always being so willing to deputise for
me. We continue to much appreciate the encouragement we receive from Fr Mark and others.
Stephen Dunn
Organist and Choir Master

Brynmill Primary School and Ysgol Bryn-y-Mor
Classes from both schools visit St Gabriel’s. Fr Mark regularly takes assembly at Brynmill
Primary School.
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